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HERALD SPORTS

Palisades youth football team
wins Bux-Mont championship

The Palisades Pirates Pee-Wee Youth Football team
won the Bux-Mont League Div. 3 Championship in a
rainy, windy Halloween evening game.

The Pirates (8-0) took on the Bensalem Ramblers
(7-1) in a hard-hitting match-up, with both teams
locked out of the end zone for the first quarter.
However, the Pirates made adjustments to the
Rambler defense and soon were able to put points
on the board, going into the half with a 13-0 lead.

The Pirates kept up the pressure throughout the
second half, battling a determined Bensalem team,
as well as the elements. Their persistence provided
them with a 27-6 championship victory and contin-
ued their undefeated record. The team now advances
to the Pop-Warner Eastern Region Playoffs.

The team is made up of these 28 gritty Pirates:
Connor Arcay, Joe Backowski, Matt Barnhart,
Dakota Bartol, Walker Britt, Calvin Bryan, Jeffrey
Bryan, Brendon Caraway, Tyler Caraway, Tighe
Cashman, Blake Cassalia, Sean Cody, Jake
Donnelly, Christian Gretzinger, Dylan Kennedy,

Brian Koenig, Austin Krauss, Tyler Marsh, John
McDonald, Landon Mueller, Jason Reitz, Taylor
Reitz, Will Sadow, Jared Scott, Dustin Soja, Paul
Stuebing, Brandin Trippeda and Jacob Wasser.

CB East football pulls off CB sweep
Don Leypoldt

Just one word can describe CB East’s (3-7, 3-4)
35-21 frigid Friday home win against brother
school CB South (3-7, 3-4).

White-Wash.
Though it might have been Senior Night, Patriot

junior RB Justyn White stole the show by running
for 321 yards and five touchdowns on 31 carries.
The win gives the Patriots a 2009 sweep of their
Central Bucks rivals.

“We came out hungry tonight,” exclaimed White.
“We know South is a good team but if we beat
them, we’d be the C.B. champs. We came out here
ready to play.”

“This was everything I could imagine,” offered
East senior DB Shane Carroll.

The Titans stopped White by inches on East’s
fake punt during the game’s first series. Five plays
later, South QB Bobby DiPasquale ran 30 yards on
a keeper for a touchdown.

Carroll, who had an interception in the first half,
concedes six inches to the Titans’ best receiver, Josh
Williams. But Carroll, alone covering Williams on a
Titan third and long two drives later, swatted away
a long pass attempt. It forced South to punt from
deep in its own territory.

“We were supposed to switch on coverage but I
realized we didn’t switch. I got back there as fast as
I could and luckily I got up there and broke it up,”
Carroll admitted.

The Patriots then marched 40 yards on six plays,
capped when the O-line created a Great White Way
that allowed Justyn to score from six yards out early
in the second quarter.

DiPasquale’s long kickoff return gave South a
short field. On a third and five, Titan QB Matt Johns
hit senior RB Theo Davis (6 touches, 54 yards) on a
perfect screen pass that Davis took 18 yards for a
14-7 South lead.

East responded. White broke off three runs of 14-
plus yards, scoring from three yards out to make the
game 14-all at the half.

It was all White after the intermission. He burst
up the gut for a 41-yard touchdown run. He and
teammate Jake Schwartz (10 carries, 50 yards) then
marched 55 yards on six runs. White capped that
drive with his fourth touchdown of the night.

The Titans’ own TD (Davis) added his second TD
midway through the fourth to cut the lead to 28-21.
But White broke off two 31-yard runs on the next
drive, the second one going to the house for the

resulting 35-21 final.
Sophomore Dan Brown (10 carries, 73 yards)

paced the Titans.
The Patriots did not lack for adversity in the

month of September. They lost their three non-con-
ference games to opponents with a 21-6 collective
record at press time. Head coach Tim Michael
abruptly resigned for personal reasons on Sept. 19.

“We’ve had some real hurdles to overcome this
year and we’ve really become a family,” comment-
ed senior captain and DT Lance Rosina.

South did not record its first win until Oct. 2. But
a more effective running attack helped South close
October by putting away Hatboro-Horsham and
Pennridge. The Titan offense, which averaged bare-
ly 12 points a game in their first seven contests,
scored 78 in those two wins.

“We had a lot of young kids playing at the end of
the year. We have a heck of a sophomore tailback
(Brown) and quarterback (Johns) coming back,”
noted Titan head coach Bart Szarko, who also
praised the returning DiPasquale. “They were able
to experience some positive things at the end and
they know they can play at this level.”

South loses their leading rusher in senior Jon
Eisemann (117 carries, 595 yards this season) and
their most dynamic weapon in senior Chris Eberz
(11 yards per touch in 2009).

“They were part of our first championship. The
leadership this year was something that was really,
really strong,” Szarko commended his seniors.
“When we were 1-6, they didn’t pack it in but con-
tinued to work hard.”

But the Titans return their leading tackler in LB
Joe Szatmary, Williams and several other valuable
skill position players.

An even younger East squad bids adieu to Rosina
and Schwartz, but returns most of its statistical
leaders…including White, who ends the year with
almost 1,400 yards rushing.

“This win would mean a lot,” admitted Rosina
before the game, “but even if we don’t get it, I will
always be proud to have played with all these guys.
I wouldn’t trade the experiences for anything and I’ll
always be proud to be a Central Bucks East Patriot.”

Playoffs next: 12th-seeded Quakertown (8-2)
travels to no. 5 Avon Grove (9-1) of the Ches-Mont
National Conference this week.

No. 6 Palisades (6-4) goes to third-seeded and
Colonial League North rival Catasauqua Rough
Riders (7-3) in a rematch of their Sept. 18 regular
season game. Palisades fell 31-21.

WENDY BADMAN

The team poses for a photo with its championship trophy. Palisades won the game, 27-6.

WENDY BADMAN

Running back Christian Gretzinger (no. 13) is
able to maneuver around a Bensalem defender,
thanks to a block from no. 15 Brendon Caraway.

Faith boys’ soccer
falls one win short
of state tournament

Vince Paravecchia

It was a great ride this year for
Faith Christian Academy soccer.

Sure, the Lions didn’t end up
making their first-ever appear-
ance in the PIAA Class A state
tournament. But, they did get
close by reaching their first
District I final, where the season
finally came to an end at the
hands of two second-half goals
by Christopher Dock last
Thursday night.

The loss marked the first time
all season that the Lions, who
averaged nearly 4.5 goals a game
this year, were shut out. Further,
it was only the second time all
season that FCA was on the los-
ing end of a game, as they
wrapped up an 18-2-1 campaign
that also included a tie of New
Hope-Solebury.

The only team besides Dock,
the top seed in districts, to beat
them was Pennsbury, a class AAA
team that at one point was ranked
in the top 10 nationally. The
Lions’ outstanding regular season
earned them the third playoff
seed, and they took advantage
with a first-round win over Phil-
Mont Christian Oct. 30. They only
needed one goal, which came
from Alex Stoneback, that day to
earn a shutout victory.

That put them in the semifinals
at their notorious “field of hor-
rors,” namely the football field at
Harry S Truman High School in
Bristol. In 2006, the Lions lost
there to New Hope-Solebury, 1-
0, in the semifinals, and did the
same last season to Dock by the
same score. Both those teams
wound up making runs in the
state tournament.

The opponent this time was
second-seeded Delco Christian.
The game was about as entertain-
ing as fans could have hoped for,
and in the 74th minute, senior
Andre’ Silva sent a shot from the
near side at a really tough angle
toward Knights goalie Nick
Mascioli. The ball ended up just
out of his reach, but rather than
going just wide, hit near the top
of the far crossbar and deflected
into the net for the game-winning
second goal.

“The game was hard, and we
expected a game like that,” said
Silva, a midfielder who is also
one of three Brazilian natives
along with Felipe Ferreira and
Cassiano Carvalho, to play for
the Lions. “We are more confi-
dent after this victory.”

Delco Christian kept the pres-
sure on for a while, but FCA

never allowed the equalizer to
come. The Knights had plenty of
opportunities in the game, but
only got off five shots at goal-
keeper Garrett Hollenbach.

“We overcame tonight,” said
Lions coach Ryan Clymer. “It’s
about time.

“This is where we usually lose,
in the semifinals here at
Truman,” he added. “It’s good
luck now.”

Unfortunately for the Lions,
Truman was where the season
came to an end at the hands of
Dock. Getting there was special,
though, and a lot of that had to be
credited to the defense and
Stoneback. He set up both Silva’s
goal and the Lions’ first tally,
which came late in the first half
off his corner that found the foot
of Ferreira. The senior midfielder
managed to get just enough on it
to beat Mascioli and have it trick-
le over the goal line.

The Knights evened things up
in the second half when FCA was
called for a yellow card. The
ensuing free kick by Tyler
Fitzpatrick went about 50 yards
before accidentally being headed
by a Lions defender into their
own net. From there, the battle
was on, and the back-and-forth
momentum swinging contest
looked to be headed for overtime
until Silva’s huge goal.

One which may go down as the
biggest in school history, at least
for now.

“We’re just really thankful to
God for that,” said Hollenbach,
another one of the Lions’ 13 sen-
iors, about the Delco Christian
win. “But, it does feel awesome.”

The Lions may need to do some
rebuilding next year since 11 of
the seniors are normal starters.
But, they will have quite a head of
momentum behind them with a
soccer facility that continues to be
built up, returners like Chris
Makowski and Josiah Ahn, and
the momentum from the best sea-
son the school has ever had.

“This is sweet,” Clymer said
after beating the Knights. “These
guys deserve it.”

CB East claims third place:
The Patriots finished third in the
District One Class AAA bracket
with a 2-0 victory over Souderton
Saturday. Ben Smith and Miguel
Diaz scored second-half goals for
CB East, which was scheduled to
open state play Tuesday versus
District 11 champion
Stroudsburg. The Patriots lost to
eventual champion Unionville, 1-
0 in double OT, on Nov. 4 in the
district semifinals.

Destroyers on top
The Delaware Destroyers soccer team (Division 5; Delaware
Township Recreation Association) clinched another victory on Oct. 11,
shutting out Flemington’s Division 5 F6 team, 6-0. From left: front row
Brendan Falk, Garrett Knappe, Joey Franklin, Mandy Lojek, Kyle
Hochenberger; second row Isabella Carrega, Emma Swanson, Emma
Salerno, Ellie Rosenberg, Alex Carrega, Zack Burger; standing Coach
Eric Knappe and Coach Mike Salerno. Photograph by Meagan Lojek.




